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1 wil be Fond at laſt, when all things come rightly to 
be confider d, that no Plenty at Home, Victory 
Abroad, Aﬀettion of the People, nor Conduct, or 
WW: ſom, " other things, can give the. Publick 
effetual Help, till we can mend the Condition and 
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RIGHT WORSHIP UL 


Sir William Thompſon Kt. 
Recorder of the City of London 
his Majeſty's Solicitor General, and a 
Member of the honourable Houſe of 
Commons. — 


Honour d S1 R, 


= H A Candour and Ge- 
neroſity, the genuine Iſſue 
of a noble Spirit, ſo re- 
markably viſible in your conſtant 
Deportment, encourag'd- this Ad- 
dreſs, and the Liberty therein aſ- 
ſum'd, of aſſerting that thoſe high 
and eminent Stations which you 
poſſeſs, lay you under ey 
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dent Obligations to promote the 
Honour and Safety of his Majeſty, 
the Proſperity of this City, and 
the Intereſt of your Country. This 
J preſume to ſay cannot more effec- 
tually be done, than by advancing 
the Trade, the Commerce, and the 


ſtaple Manufactures of England.” 
This is what deſerves, and at this 


preſent, needs the Aſſiſtance of that 
great Genius, and thoſe excellent 


Gifts and Parts, with which Provi- 


dence, Nature and Study have 
adorn'd your Perſon and Character. 
This is the ſole Deſign of this 
Eſſay, which, with the greateſt De- 
ference and Humility, is recom- 
mended to your Conſideration and 
Fayour, by, Sir, : Le: 


Tour moſt humble © 


And Obedient Servant, 


J. E. 
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"a INGL AN D's Fame and military Re- 
Wall nown is not confin'd to Europe, but 
reaches to far more diſtant Regions, 
and will laſt as long as the Flour-de- 


luces remain quarter'd in the royal Standard, or 
the Danube keeps its Chanel, and her royal Navy 
rides Sovereign of the Ocean. 
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It was Trade and Commerce that laid the 


Foundation of her Glory, twas this that pro- 


curd her Wealth, that built and furniſh'd her 
Ships, that paid her Armies and her Fleets, and 


maintain'd her Honour in all her Conteſts with 


the greateſt Princes of Europe; and as long as 
Trade ſhall be encourag'd and flouriſh, Riches, 
and further Aeceſſions of Power and Greatnefs 
may be expected as the genuine Effects thereof. 
It we read the Hiſtory of England, we ſhall 
find that Trade hath been always thought to be 
of that Importance, and ſo eſſential to the very 
Being of the Nation, That all our Kings and 
Queens, in their Treaties and Alliances with 
Foreign Princes and States, have had a very par- 
ticular Regard thereunto ; and whenſoever any 
Infractions have been made prejudicial to our 
Commerce, ſuch Injuries have been reſented, Sa- 
tisfaction demanded, and a Redreſs obtain'd. 
And for the further Encouragement and pro- 
moting hereof, Charters and Privileges have been 
granted ; and in Times of War, Fleets have been 
equipd, Convoys appointed, for the Security of 
our Merchants, and guarding of the Seas, that 
our Trade might not be interrupted. by Pri- 


vateers, nor our Coaſts inſulted by our Enemies. 


Trade is the general Concern of the Nation, 
and the Benefits and Advantages reſulting from it 
extend to the remoteſt Parts thereof ; and there 
are none, whether Rich or Poor, Noble or Ig- 
noble, who do not, in a greater or leſs Propor- 


tion, N eee the Profits of the flouriſhing 
S State 


ES NT Pay "TX" ii 
TRY |; CERES — * 
N „ 1 1 p 


21 


State thereof; nor are any exempted from being 
ſenſible whenſoever Trade is in a languiſhing Con- 
dition. 

There is at this time among Merchants, 
Tradeſmen, and Manufacturers, a great Com- 
plaint of the Decay of Trade, more particular- 
ly among thoſe that trade in Silk, Cloth, Worſ- 
ted, Stuffs, and thoſe who are the Manufacturers 
both of Silk and Wooll, and ſuch as depend 
thereon for a Livelihood. 

As London is the Metropolis, and the chiefeſt 
Port of the Kingdom, I think myſelf therefore, 
as a Citizen (tho' moving in an inferior Sphere) 
obliged to endeavour. to ſhew from whence this 
Decay of Trade and Commerce doth proceed, 
and, without Redreſs, what are like to be the 
Effects and Conſequences thereof. 

There are few Perſons ignorant, that the Mer- 
chants and Citizens affected, do unanimouſly im- 
pute the great and chief Cauſe thereof to the 
Conſumption of Chints, printed, painted and 
ſtain'd Calicoes within his Majeſty's Kingdoms 
and Territories thereunto belonging; to juſtify 
this Charge is what is deſign in theſe Papers. 

1. Theſe printed, painted and ſtain'd Callicoes, 
are oppoſite unto and interfere with the Manufac- 
' tures of England, and being conſumed here, hin- 
der the Conſumption of a like Quantity of the 
other; and conſequently, if not reſtrain'd, will 
prove ruinous to them. 

The two great Staple Manufactures of England 
are thoſe of Wooll and Silk, and theſe, with 

B 2 Tin, 


[4] 
Tin, Lead, Hides, Coals, Allum, Cc. and, in 
ſome Years, Corn, are the chief Baſis of our 
foreign Commerce. 

Ever ſince Edward III, the Legiſlature bath taken 
particular Care of our Woollen Manufacture, and 
very many Laws are extant in our Statute Books, 
for the Regulation, Improvement and Encourage- 
ment thereof: When this Manufacture was in its 
Infancy, before it was diſperſed through the 
Kingdom, and People inſtructed in the Art and 
Myſtery | thereof, Tranſportation of Wooll, upon 
paying a Duty or Subſidy, was allowed by A& 
of Parliament, and ſeveral Staples were appoin- 
ted for the Sale thereof in England, at Calais and 
Bruges ; and it is remarkable what an eminent 
Hiſtorian informs us * © That Lodowick Malaun 
* Farl of Flanders, about the Year 1338, allur'd 
e the Engiih, by granting them moſt ample pri- 

e vileges, to ſettle the Staple of Exgliſè Wooll at 
Bruges; from that time, ſaith this Author, it is 

* incredible how much the Trade of Merchants, 
* Retailing, Shipping, and Fiſhing hath flouriſh'd 
* amongſt the Netherlands, inſomuch that the 
* Engliſh Wooll hath been to them the true golden 


« Fleece, whereunto that famous Order of 


Knighthood ſo call'd hath been beholden for its 
0 Original, and the Dukes of Burgundy indebted 
er for their Wealth? _ 

But fince that time our Woollen Manufacture 
hath prodigioully increaſed, and ſeveral Sorts and 
Species thereof adapted to ſupply the Demands 
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from Abroad, and our Home Conſumption, have 
been invented, upon which ſeveral late Acts of 
Parliament have been made for the preventing the 
carrying out of England any Sheep or Wooll what- 
ſoever, and all other Materials relating thereto. 
In one of theſe Acts the Reaſons affign'd for the 
making thereof were to prevent the great Decay 
of the Woollen Manufactures, the Ruin of many 
Families, and the Deſtruction of the Navigation 
and Commerce of the Kingdom. . 

In the Preamble of an Act made in the ah 
Year of the Reign of King William, for the ſame 
Purpoſe, we haye theſe Words: Foraſmuch as 
* Wooll and Woollen Manufactures of Cloth, 
„Serges, Bays, Kerſeys, and others made ot 
* mixed with Wooll, are the greateſt and moſt 
* profitable Commodities of this Kingdom, on 
* which the Value of Lands, and the Trade of 
the Nation do chiefly depend. 

This is ſufficient to ſhew what Eſteem the * 
giſlature always had of our Woollen, Manufac- 
tures; that it is a Manufacture that deſerves their 
Care and Encouragement, appears from the vaſt 
Quantities thereof exported : Dr, Davenaut in- 
forms us upon Oath, f That Anno 1699, a Year 
before the Subſidy Duties were taken off, and 
therefore leſs liable to the Suſpicion of falſe or 
over Entries, the Exports of the Woollen Manu- 


factures that Year were valued at 2,93 2,292 
| Pounds 
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Pounds 17 'Shillings and 6 Pence half- penny, 
which was above a third of our univerſal Exports, 
which did not that Year amount to ſeven Millions 
of Pounds Sterling. 

It is a melancholy Reſſedion, which every 
one that hath a real Concern for the Intereſt of 
England muſt make, when he ſhall conſider that 
fo noble a Manufacture, that hath ſo often taſted | 
of royal Favour, a Manufacture guarded by ſo ill * 
many Acts of Parliament, a Manufacture ſo e- 
tenſive in its Influences, with reſpect to all ſorts I / 
and degrees of Perſons throughout the Nation, Wit 
Hould be reduc'd to ſuch a Condition as to ſtand . 
in need of further Aſſiſtance and Protection. 0 
Notwithſtanding this is the Truth of her Caſe, ( 
for ſo prevalent is private Intereſt and Humor, 1 

0 
tl 
tl 
ol 


that our Woollen Manufacture (more valuable 
than the richeſt Gem in the imperial Diadem) 
at this Day lies bleeding, by reaſon of the 
Wounds given her by two ſorts of Perſons, viz. 
thoſe that export our Wooll, and thoſe that con- AU 
fame printed,” painted, or dined Call icoes, in tl 
_ theſe Kingdoms; for could we ſo effectually ftop 4 
all the Avenues by which our Wooll is convey d P: 
ont of the Kingdom, as to prevent its Exporta- iſ V 
tion, we need not fear being rival'd by ary I © 
neighbouring Nation, for our Wooll exceeding an 
theirs in Quality, without Engliſh or Iriſh Wooll WU 
to mix with their own, they cannot equal in Qua- 
tity and Goodneſs what is manufactured in 
England. And ſhould printed and ſtained Call- „ 


coes, Cc. which are directly oppoſite to the 
N Con- 
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of Wooll a Year, the Product of the largeſt 
Paſture Sheep, be prohibited to be worn and 
conſumed within his Majeſty's Dominions, onr 
Complaints would ceaſe, our Trade revive, our 
Woollen Manufactures thrive and flouriſh. 

The next great ſtaple Manufacture I men- 
„ tion'd, was that of Silk, which is indeed of 
; I later Date, nevertheleſs it hath had the Favour 
of the Government, whereby it hath ſo wonder- 
- IB fully improv'd ſince the Reſtoration, as that our 
8 Engliſh Artiſts are inferior to none in foreign Parts; 
the Benefits ariſing hereby unto the Nation have 
been many, and thoſe very conſiderable, both 
with reſpect to our Exportations abroad, and our 
Conſumption at home. The former I ſhall have 
. Occaſion to inſiſt on, when I come to diſcourſe of 
e our Levart and Halian Trades; as to the latter, 
the Profit thereof will be evident from the Money 
- the Nation faves thereby, and the Numerouſneſs 
of the Families employ'd therein. There are 
- now made in England, of plain black Silks, to 
1 the Value of three hundred thouſand Pounds, 
p and upwards, per Amum, which were formerly 
4 | purchas'd with Money carry'd out of England; 
\- I vith theſe, I own, printed Callicoes do little in- 
y I -ifere, eſpecially rhoſe that are uſed for Hoods 
o and Scarves, Cc. but then there are many other 
11 |} more important Branches of the Silk Manufacture, 
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which, including the other, ate computed to 
amount to the Value of two Millions à Year; 
made in Spiittle- Fields only, according to the Ef- 
timate of a vety ingenious Writer, ® which ap- 
pears to- be a moderate Computation; for the 
Weavers, in their Caſe, preſented to the Parlia- 
ment about fix Yeats paſt, did declare, that the 
Workmanſhip of the ſeveral Branches of the Silk 
Manufacture was not leſs than five hundred ſixty- 
five thouſand Pounds per Annum; with theſe the 
Conſumption of Chints, printed, painted; and 
ſtained Calicoes do directly interfere, in that they 
are become the general and faſhionable Wear of 
Ladies, Gentlewomen, Citizens and others, who 
before uſed to be clad in Silk. 

2. From the Greatneſs and Extenſi veneſs of theſe 
two ſtaple Manufactures, with reſpe& to foreign 
Exportation and home Conſumption, we may 
make a Calculation of the Numeronſneſs of 'thoſe 
Families that are maintain'd thereby, Exactneſs 
herein is not to be expected, nor, indeed, - prac- 
ticable ; but when we conſider through how 
many Counties of Exgland theſe Manufactures 
are diſperſed, the various Sorts and Branches 
thereof, the Populouſneſs of thoſe Places where 
ſettled, together with the great Diverſity of 
Hands every Species paſſes through before com- 
pleated for Sale, that Men, Women and Children 


han their — * and that ſeveral 
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Trades are dependant thereon ; whoſoever, I ſay, 


reflects hereon, muſt conclude; that they are innu- 
merable. The honeſt Weaver before mention'd 
* who often-appear'd at the Bar of both Houſes 
of Parliament (where he always had Reſpect and 
Favour): as an Advocate for theſe Manutactures, 
acquaints us, in a little Tract he wrote; That 
the very home Conſumption of Eaſt-Iudia Silks, 
Bengali, &c. were directly oppoſite to the Em- 
ployment of two hundred and fifty thouſand 
Manufacturers: And it is evident, theſe printed 
and painted Callicoes do as much: interfere with 
our Manufactures as ever thoſe Silks, and the 
home Conſumption of them more pernicious, in 
regard the Ware of them is more general and 
extenſive. Muſt not therefore theſe induſtrious 
Manufacturers, with thoſe dependant on them, 
be ſoon reduc'd to Poverty, and fore d to ſeek Re- 
lief of their reſpective Pariſhes, or elſe to wander 
and ſtrole about the Nation with their Children a 
beging, to keep themſelves from ſtarving, or elſe 
retire into foreign Parts, as ſome have already 
done, and more are preparing to do, whither 
they are courted by Money and Promiſes, and 


urg'd by Poverty, inſomuch, that if a Stop, more 


effectual than the late Act of Parliament, be not 
provided, the Enterprizes of a projecting Fugi- 
tive may prove more fatal to England, than the 

100 101912. <:n;Bor - politick 
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politick Schemes of an ambitious Cardinal, that 
have ſo much alarm'd Europe. 

3. J ſhall further obſerve what Influence theſe 
Callicoes will have on our foreign Commerce and 
Negotiations ; it is this that is the great Intereſt 
and Concern of the Kingdom: What would Eng- 
land be, without foreign Trade, but à Place of 
Confinement ? The natural Genius of the Engliſh 
excites them to noble Undertakings. Our An- 
ceſtors ſail'd round the Globe to make Diſcove- 
ries, and obtain Settlements in the before un- 
known World; to them we owe the Original of 
our Riches, which ever ſince have flowed in upon 
us. Were it not for foreign Trade, faith a 
* great Perſon, what would become of the 
* Revenue of ſix to eight hundred thouſand 
44 Pounds per Amum for Cuſtoms > What would 
F ce the Rents of our Lands be? the Cuſtoms 

* ould totally fail, and our Gentlemens Rents 
* of Thouſands per ny: would dwindle into 
Hundreds.“ | 

Bur all foreign Trade i is not equally Aenne 
gious to the Kingdom. There may be ſuch a 
Trade to ſome Places, under ſuch Circumſtances, 
as inſtead of bringing Advantage, and adding to 
the Stock of the Kingdom, may be very detri- 
mental and deſtructive, by waſting and conſuming 
our Stock and Treaſure. 
We, * Iris a Maxim, as the ſame Author obſerves, 
"generally receiv'd and approv 'd, in Reference to 
* foreign 
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ce foreign Trade, and taken as a Rule to meaſure 
* any Trade by, whether it be profitable to rhe 
« Kingdom or not, That where the Goods expor- 
cc ted are leſs in Value than the Goods imported, 
the Kingdom loſeth by that Trade, becauſe 
« what falls ſhort muſt be ſupplied by Money. And, 
on the other hand, when the Exports are more 
© than the Imports, the Treaſure and Stock of 
the Kingdom is increaſed by ſuch a Trade, it 
cc being neceſſarily ſuppos'd, that the Over-plus 
« js return'd in Bullion. 
* This Notion is undoubtedly good, and may, 
te by a due Conſideration of it, under ſeveral 
* and various Circumſtances, be improv'd and 
* made uſe of to explain the Matters of foreign 
Trade, in reference to the Kingdom, ſo as to 
* render the ſame intelligible to all Perſons ; for 
eit will not only ſhew us, that we decay in our 
Stock, when the Coſt of what we ſpend and 
* conſume 1s more than we can purchaſe by what 
ve {ell of our own Product and Manufacture, 
ce but alſo that it is our Intereſt-to diſcourage 
Idleneſs and Profuſeneſs, and to incourage 
Ingenuity, Labour, and Induſtry, to improve 
* by manufacturing what we have of our own 
* Growth, and alſo ſuch Materials capable there- 
Hof, as are the Produce of thoſe Manufactures 
e ſent abroad, and which we receive in barter 
for them, and to export the Goods we ſell, 
and import the Commodities we want, to and 
* from the moſt advantagious Markers, in our 
* own Ships. 
C2 Imight 
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I might here give an Account of thofe parti- 
cular Characters, whereby good and bad Trades 
are generally deſcrib'd, and apply them to the 
ſeveral Countries with whom we Traffick. But 
my Deſign being chiefly to ſhew the pernicious 
Influence that the home Conſumption of printed 
and painted Callicoes hath on the Intereſt of the 
Nation, with reſpe& to its Manufactures, parti- 
cularly thoſe of Wooll and Silk, and alſo with re- 
ſpect to our foreign Commerce; I ſhall confine 
myſelf to inſtance in thoſe Negotiations that do 


more eſpecially relate to thoſe Manufactures, viz. 


our Trades to Turky and Tab. 

1. Our Trade to Turky hath been always 
eſteem'd very beneficial to England, therefore a 
Company have been incorporated, and Charters 
granted them, with divers Powers and Privileges 
for the Regulation of the Trade, ſo as might be 
moſt conducive to the Intereſt of rhe Nation: 


The Ottoman Empire affords us the beſt Markets 


we have for Woollen Cloth, beſides Lead and 
Tin, Oc. In Amo 1716, and in 1717, the 
Company exported forty three thouſand Cloths, 
and great Quantities of Lead, Tin, Sugar, Oc. 
* And the better to promote the Kingdom's In- 
tereſt, they have reſtrain d the Exportation of Gold 
and Silver, that ſo Returns from thence, which 
are chiefly made in raw Silk, Mohair-Yarn, Gauls, 
c. might be ſolely the Produce of our Cloth 


of 
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* The Caſe of the Levant Compary, January 29, 1718. 
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of Force; and many younger Sons of the beſt 
Gentlemen in England think it not beneath their 
Characters to be educated therein. Now there be- 
ing much leſs Demand for raw Silk than formerly, 
by reaſon of Chints, printed, painted, and 
ſtained Call icoes being ſo much in vogue, and ſo 
generally worn inſtead of Silks, it gave ſo great 
Diſcouragement to our Turiy Merchants, that by 
Orders of ſeveral Courts of the Company, Ships 
were, for fourteen Months and more, reſtrain d 
from going to Turky, but are now lately fail'd ; 
and I have been inform'd by ſeveral eminent Mer- 
chants, that they loſt by every Bale of Silk they 
ſold, in which Commodity far the greateſt part 
of Returns are made; tis probable thoſe young 
Gentlemen, ſent by ſeveral Members of the Com- 
pany, who are now reſiding at Conſtantinople, 
Hnirna and Alleppo, may. induce them for ſome 
time to continue their Inveſtments in Cloth, &c. 
but if this Diſcouragement remain, and all Hopes 
of better Markets fail, they will certainly be 
tired, and chuſe rather to employ their Money at 
home, where with leſs Hazard, and more Eaſe, 
they may acquire greater Profit; and ſhould this 
noble Branch of our foreign Commerce be ruin d, 
or in any conſiderable Degree impair d, the Loſs 
to England would be irreparable. 

2. The next Trade I propoſed to diſcourſe of, 
was that to Tah, which Trade is not only 
antient, but alſo very profitable to the Nation, 
great Quantities of Northern Cloths, Serges, 
Says, and other Woollen Manufactures, as alſo 
3 1 Lead, 
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Lead, Tin and other Goods of the Product of 
England and its Dominions, together with ſeveral 
Sorts of Salt-fiſh-being exported thereby, where- 
in numerous Sail of Ships have been conſtantly 
employ d, and thereby Navigation conſiderably 
improv:d, many of them being excellent failing 
Ships, built for the greater Security of Trade, 
during the late Wars. Returns are made in 
Orſoy, Bolognia, and other fine Sorts of rhrown 
and raw Silk, and other the Product of Hal), but 
chiefly in Silk, without which the Silk Manufac- 
tute could never have been ſo extenſive in its Be- 
nefic ialneſs to the Nation, or advanced to that 
Height and Perfection it is, at this Day; as this 
Trade lies under great Diſcouragements by reaſon 
of theſe Chints and painted Callicoes, which do 
very much hinder the Conſumption of Halian Silk. 
This Trade doth equally want and deſerve the 
Favour of the Legiſlature, in regard that not- 
withſtanding the Importations from Hal are 
made in very valuable Commodities, they do fall 
far ſhort of what is exported, ſo. that the Ballance 
is remitted by Bills of Exchange, to the encreaſc 
af. the Kingdom's Stock. 

. The Continuance of this Calico Grievance 
will ſenſibly affect the Lands of England; for it 
hath been obſerved, that as Trade and Manu- 
Actures flouriſh or decay, ſo Lands riſe and fall 
in Value; one conſiderable Product of Land is 
Wooll, which is of various Sorts; that which is 
ef a long Staple, and is produced chiefly in the 
Counties of Lincoln, Leiceſter, . Northampton, Bucks, 


bes. Rumney | 
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Rummey-Marſo, and all other Places proper fot 
Paſtare, and the breed of large Sheep, being not 
ſo proper for Cloth, is made into Yarn, and car- 
ry'd to Norwich and London, &. to be wrought 
up into Stuffs made ſolely of Wooll, or elſe mia 
with Silk, with which theſe printed Callieoes, Gt. 
do directly interfere and leſſen their Conſumption. 
As to other Sorts of Wooll, fitter for Cloth and 
Serges, theſe will be affected by whatſoever diſ- 
courages our Levant and TLalian Trades, which 
export vaſt Quantities thereof, and theſe are-ſen- 
ſibly affected by theſe Callicoes, as they interfere 
with our Silk Manufactures, as hath been ſnewu. 
Other Products of Land are Corn, Butter, 
Cheeſe, Cc. which conſtantly -find the beſt 
Markets in thoſe Places where the Inhabitants are 
numerous, which is the Effect of the Settlement 
of any conſiderable ManofaQures, for moſt of 
the Wages, Perſons employ d therein receive, are 
ſpent upon the Produce of Land, which conſe- 
quently inhances its Value; beſides, as the Poor 
increaſe, the Conſumption will leſſen, and Rates 
for their Relief will be advanced. 

It muſt indeed be own'd, that Land at this 
time is high, which is to be imputed to the 
lowering of Intereſt, the Advancement of pub- 
lick Credit, and the great perſonal Eſtates many 
Perſons have acquired in this and ſome late 
Reigns ; but ſhould our ManufaQures be ruiif'd, 
Credit impait'd, we may rationally expect to ſee, 
within the Compaſs of a few Years, a Declen- 


ſion in Value, exceeding that Advancement which 
we 


| 6 


we; have lately ſeen, for this muſt neceſſarily 
cauſe. a Retrenchment, in Diet and Apparel; 
and I am inform'd, by an Officer therein imploy'd; 
that the Duties of the Exciſe on Malt and Beer 
are lately. conſideraby leſſen'd in Places where our 
Woollen Manufactures are ſettled. 

- 5. Another very great Miſchief that attends 
the. home Conſumption of Chints, printed; 
painted or {tain'd./Callicoes, is, that it exhauſts 
the Treaſure of the Nation, they being pur- 
chaſed and procured with our Silver. It is a 
Truth ſo evident, as I think cannot be denied by 
any Perſon, that for any Nation to export Coin, 
or. Bullion, to bring back Commodities to be ex- 
pended therein, interfering with, and to the ap- 
parent Detriment of its own Manufactures, is 2 
Trade pernicious in its Effects and Conſequences. 
This is acknowledg'd by Sir Jofah Child, where 
he tells us: That that Trade that takes off 
© little from us in Commodities, and furniſhes 

us with abundance of either unneceſſary and 
A les har things, or ſuch Commodities as 
te hinder the Conſumption of our own Manu- 
«© factures, and ſerve not to ſupply foreign 
** Markets, exceeding, by many hundred Thou- 

«:ands annually. what that Country takes from 

de us in Commodities: That Trade, under ſuch 

Gino ams, cannot be otherwiſe than very 

* rpinous and deſtructive.” | 

The ſame Perſon, who was no Stranger to 
the Affairs of the Eaſi-India Company, acquaints 


us, that the Exports in one Year, as it was in 
| | the 


>” 7 Jar WL 4 —_— - 


[17] 


the End of Anno 1674, and Beginning of 1675, 
was about four hundred and thirty thouſand 
Pounds, whereof about three hundred and twenty 
thouſand Pounds in Bullion, beſides about eighty 
to one hundred thouſand Pounds allow'd upon 
the Account of private Trade, to Owners of 
Ships, Commanders and Seamen, Cc. The Ac- 
count Dr. Davenant, who wrote Amo 1696, gives 


of the Exports of Bullion to Jzdia, is not much 


difterent ; theſe being ſtrenuous Advocates for the 
Trade, we may depend on it, that they did not 
augment this Article to the Company's Diſadvan- 
tage; for I have ſeen a Copy of the Report of 
the honourable Commiſſioners for Trade, ſome 
Years paſt, giving an Account of our Trade to 
molt parts of Europe, which computes the Bullion 
exported to the Eaſt-Trdies, from Anno 1675 to 
Anno 1685, to amount to about four hundred 
thouſand Pounds per Annum, beſides what was 
carry'd away on Account of private Trade, and 
from Spain; by theſe two laſt Accounts there 
doth not appear to be aboye threeſcore and ten 
thouſand Pounds in value of Exgliß Goods per 
Aunum exported to the Eaſt-Indies, By a later 
Account, laid before the honourable Houſe of 
Commons the 13th of January 1703, by Charles 
Criſp Eſq; * there appears to be exported to Lidia, 
in five Years, as followeth, viz. In Silver 
12335120 3 Ounces, which, at 5 s. 6 d. the Ounce 
is 3392158 J. In Gold 32057 Ounces, which, at 
4. the Qunce is 128229. Total of five Years 
3520387 Pounds Sterling. D Ac- 


Collector Out wards of her Ma ey Cuſtoms. 
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According to this Account, there wete for five 
Years, communibus Amtis, exported from England to 
the Eaſt- Indies, ſeven hundred thouſand Pounds a 
Year, "excluſive of what was exported from Cadiz 
of Engliſh Effects; by which we may obſerve, 
that as that Trade increaſed, ſo did the Compa- 
ny 'sExportation of Bullion increaſe likewiſe: 

This Frade, even from its Infancy, hath con- 
tinually carry'd away fo much Bullion; that ſome 
have queſtion'd whether it hath been of any Ad- 
vantage to England. Cambden tells us, © That the 
© Queen, about Amo 1600, ſet up a Company 
« or Society of Eaſt-India Merchants, with large 
* Privileges, who, to their great Profit, and to 
the Honour of the Exglißß Nation, have plac'd 

* Factories in the Empire of the Great Mogul; 
© to which the Hiſtorian” adds, whether to the 

* good of the Commonwealth, fo great a Maſs 

* of Silver being ſtil} exported out of England, 
*and ſuch a Multitude of Seamen conſumed 
* every Year in the Voyage, let wiſe Men ſpeak 
ce and Poſterity judge.” * Dr. Davenant owns, 
* That theEaft-1:4ia Company has been for a long 
ce time look'd upon with an evil Eye, by ſome 
”M People, becauſe there has been formerly ill Ma- 

nagement in their Affairs, and for that ſome of 

te their Goods were thought to hinder the Con- 

1 „ ſumption of our own Manufactures; and be- 

* caule it was, ſeen what Silver they really 


* carry 'd out, and not enough conſider'd what 
Bullion 
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Bullion their Effects brought hither in return.“ 
Others obſerving, that about 1693, and Sue 
ſubſequent Years, in which there were few Eaſt- 


India; Goods imported, there was a. very great 
Demand for our Woollen Manufactures, have in- 


ferr'd (how juſtly is beſides my Purpoſe to deter- 


mine). Thar the Eaf-Judia: Trade hath, always 
been pre judicial to the Kingdom. Even the great 
Scarcity of Silver we lately had and {till have, is, 
by an ingenious Writer on that Subject, chiefly 
attributed to the vaſt Exportations of Silver for 
the Eaſi-· Indies, F In the Act of Parliament for 
reſtraining the wearing of  Eaſt-Indig Silks, c. 
are theſe Words : © Whereas it is moſt evident, 
* that the Continuance of the Trade to the Eaſt- 
Aulies, in the ſame Manner and Proportion as it 
** hath been for two Years laſt paſt, myſt eyident- 
ly be to the great Detriment of this Kingdom, 
© by exhauſting the Treaſure thereof, and mel- 


te ting down the Coin, Cc, I agree with that 


learned Gentleman Who tells us, he had 
reaſon to conelude, that the European Nations 
in general had been richer by à full third 
than they now are, if that Trade had never 
been diſrorered and undertaken ; yet as long 
as our Neighbours: trade to dia; I cannot 
think it adviſable to quit it; for then we, muſt 
be ſupplied at exceſſive Rates with thoſe Com- 
modities, the Product of that Country, which 

wand. 172 D 2 5 are 
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are ſo neceſſary for us to have, and the want 


whereof may prove of fatal Conſequence ; nei- 
ther do I believe this Trade, conſidering its 
. preſent Poſture, can be carry'd on without con- 
ſiderable Exportations of Bullion, but am in- 
clin d to think, if the Intereſt of England were 


more than particular Perſons Profit conſulted, 
there might be ſuch great Retrenchments made, 
with reference to this Article at preſent, and ſuch 
Enlargements made of their Trafſick on the Coaſt, 


and in the vaſt Empire of China and Japan, by 


the Prudenee and Induſtry of the Company, as 
might procure a far larger Vent for our Manu- 
factures and native Product, and thereby ſave 
our Bullion (as the Durch do theirs) and render 
the Trade leſs invidious than for ſeveral Years it 


hath been, 


This, J confeſs, is à very tender Point, which 


I humbly ſubmit to be diſcuſſed by thoſe in Au- 


thority, if they ſhall think it of that Importance 


as to deſerve it. I ſhall therefore only add this 


Obſervation, that when the French- King, Anno 
1664, eltabliſh'd an Eaſt- India Company, in the 
18th Article thereof they deſired, that his Majeſty 
ſnould grant Licenſe to ſend Gold and Silver, as 
much as ſhould be thought needful, both unto the 
Iſle of Madagaſcar, and the Eaft-Irdies, and other 
Places of the ſaid Commerce; which, the King 


granted, with a Reſtriction in theſe Words, vx. 


The exporting of Gold and Silver, being 2 
te thing never publickly permitted in any State, 
e and yet at preſent acknowledg d to be neceſſary: 


It ſhall be allow d, by a particular Permiſſion, 


cc to 
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te to remain in the Hands of . of the 
« ſaid Company.” * 

To do Juſtice to thoſe — 8 bor the 
Eaſt-India Trade, Sir Fofiah Child and Dr. Dave- 
vant, the former very much intereſted in the 
Stock of the Company, to obviate the Qbjection 
made againſt their Exportation of Silver, they 
endeavour to prove and convince their Readers, 
that notwithſtanding this Exportation, the King- 
dom's Stock is annually very conſiderably in- 
creas d by this Trade to the Indies, to the Value 
of five hundred thouſand P ounds a Teat, ſaith the 
former; ſix hundred thouſand; ſaith the latrett; 
which ariſes chiefly from the large Expatts made 
to foreign Parts of the Goods brought from 
India, whereby far greater Quantities of Bullion 
are imported, than were carried out to purchaſe 
them. Another vigorous Champion for this 
Trade aſſures us, that above four fifth Parts of 
the Commodities imported hereby, are again ex- 
ported into foreign Parts. f | 

I ſhall not examine the Ellimates of thabs 
Authors, in which there is little doubt to be 
made that they were greatly miſtaken, or any 
other made by their Opponents, for the Cir- 
cumſtances of Trade often vary, and in a leſs 
diſtance of time than that fince they wrote, 
it takes a divers Courſe, and the Parliament 
may command an exa& Account whenever they 
pleaſe from the Cuſtom-houſe Books, of the Ex- 
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Sons and Inighrs relating. to the Affairs of the 


Company, ſince his Majeſty's happy Acceſſion to 
nach Information, - 7 
: Beſides,» whether theſe Eſtimates be true or 
Eaſe; Ido nat think the: preſent Debate con- 
rern d therein; for it is not whether the Eaſt-Iadin 
Trade be beneficial or hurtful to the Nation, but 
whether one Branch thereof conſider d under one 
particular Ciruuniſtance, as conſum' d at home, 
be ſo ormot gif a Reſtraint hereof ſhould be ob- 
Tainedy ho doth this affect our Exportation? 
Mat may be catrd to as great a Degree as ever; 
ſothat atſbever Benefit doth hereby accrue. unto 
Emlaxdporivhatioever Quantities of Gold aud 
Silver are brought into it, by virtue of Eaſt - Indin 


vbſtructed or leſſen d, in caſe printed, painted, 
and ſtain'd\ Callicoes be prohibited to be wom 
and conſum'd within the Kingdom. What 
Reaſon can be aſſign'd then, why the beneficial 
part of that Trade ſhould not be preſerv d and 
encourag d, without continuing with it that Part 
which hath ſuch a malignant Influence on the 
Manufactures and Intereſt-of England, as hath 
been abundantly made evident the home Con- 
ſumption of theſe Callicoes hath, ſince they are in 
their Nature ſeparable, . there is no Incon- 
ſiſteney therein? a 
6. The + OI: T rade is the general 
Aim of all the Nations of - Europe, and they 
ſeem to ſtrive who ſhall out-wit one another 
therein. And they all concur in this Maxim, 
| That 


Goode ſent abroad, they will not in the leaſt be 
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That the leſs they conſume of "foreign comme 
dities, the better it is for them. a 

hos The Dutch, to obviate too great a Couſump- 
c tion of foreign Goods amongſt them; make uſe 
4 of Exciſes, and they have for that reaſonilaic a 
«very high Exciſe upon Wines. 

The Nench ſtudy to prevent ir by Duties of 
a Importation, Duties on Conſumption; "Tolls 
* from one Province into another, by firi& Vi- 
«© ſitations, Reſtraints and Prohibitfons, and by 
« the Example of the Court, in wearing cheir 

* own Manufactures. 

Their late King, by a Decree of the 26th of 
Ofuber, 1686, enforc'd by many Arrets of Coun- 
cil ſince, did, under ſevere Penalties, forbid the 
painting and printing of white Callicoes, and the 
Sale thereof; and alſo of China and Jidian Silks 
and Stuffs ; the Reaſon aſſign'd therein is, that 
they had not only given occaſion of tranſporting 
many Millions, but alſo have diminiſh'd the Ma- 
nufactures of old eſtabliſhed in France, and at the 
ſame time cauſed the Ruin and Deſtruction of 
the working People, who, with their Families, 
having no Work, or means of Subſiſtence, are 
gone out of the Kingdom ; which Decree made 
a great Abatement in the Value of our Indian 
Exports; for Dr. Davenant tells us in his Report, 
that he heard experienc'd Merchants affirm, 
that ſix of them, for ſeveral Years, exported to 

| France 
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Moone to the Value of three hundred thouſand. 
Pounds per Aunum in Eaſt-India Goods. 
We have alſo acted. by this Maxim, and have 
of late Years, by laying high Duties upon ſome. 
foreign Commodities, ſaved what formerly -we 
were at a confiderable Expence to purchaſe, 
which hath, leſſen d their Conſumption, and en- 
courag d Artiſts to proceed in their improving 
many uſeful Manufactures in England, which by 
that means are now brought to a great Perfec- 
tion. wy 
It was upon the ſame Conſideration, that the 
Parliament, in the 29th and zoth Years of the 
Reign of King Charles II, paſs d an Act prohibi- 
ting the Importation of Heuch Wines, Brandies, 
Silks, Salt, Paper, and other Commodities of the 
Growth, Product, or Manufacture of the Terri- 
tories and Dominions of the French King; the 
Reaſons given in the ſaid Act are, that it had by 
long Experience been found, that the Imports 
> ok had much exhauſted the Treaſure of the 
Nation, leilen'd the Value of the native Com- 
modities and Manufactures thereof, and cauſed 
great Detriment to the Kingdom in general. 
- In, purſuance of the ſame Maxim, was the AQ 
for reſtraining the Conſumption of Eaſt-Iudia Silks, 
Bengals, &c. made, and the ſame Reaſons pre- 
vaild, contrary to the Endeavours of the Court 
with the Houſe of Commons, to reject the Bill fot 
confirming the eighth and ninth Articles of the 
Treaty of Commerce between England and 


France, in _ al Reign: And the Event hath 
n 


Se F 


ſufficiently juſtified er Wiſdom, for the Pre ſer- 
vation of the Trade, Manufactures, and Intereſt 
of England, ate owing to thoſe Acts. 
7. One may, without pretending to the Gift 
of Propheſy, preſage what will quickly be the 
State of our Trade, if a Reſtraint be not laid on 
the Conſumption of theſe Callicoes, if we call 
to mind what the State thereof was, when 
| Indian Silks like a Deluge came flowing in upon 
us ; Canterbury, a flouriſhing City, wherein there 
had uſed to be a thouſand Looms, was then re- 
duc'd beneath an hundred; almoſt whole Streets 
, in Hittle-Helds were deſolate ; Norwich, and other 
Places, where were Settlements of Worſted 
ManufaRures, greatly diſtreſsd; yea, clothing 
Towns alſo felt the Effects thereof, and joined 
with the others in petitioning the Parliament. It 
was very affecting to every chriſtian Heart to be- 
hold the Perplexities thouſands of Families were 
then in for want of Imployment, and to have 
heard in what diverſity of Language they gave 
Vent to their Sorrows and their Paſſions: Pover- 
ty, with all the ſad Conſequences thereof, viſible 
throughout the Nation, the Parliament ſenſible of 
the Juſtneſs and Importance of their Complaints, 
and having a true Repreſentation of the ſad 
2 Poſture * of our Woollen and Silk Manufactures, 
laid before them by Merchants and others, paſſed 


an Act for their Relief. 

- No ſooner was the royal Aſſent obtain'd, but 

the Proſpe& of the Advantages thereof reviv'd 
| E their 
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their fainting Spirits, our Weavers return'd from 
their Retirements and ſettled to work ; and be- 
fore the eighteen Months allow'd by the Act for 
the diſpoſal of Indian Silks were expir d, a mighty 
Change appear'd amongſt the Woollen and Silk 
Manufacturers, and thoſe dependant on them ; the 
diſconſolate forgot their Sorrows, they were hear- 
ty in the Expreſſions of their Gratitude to the 
King and Parliament, for putting a Period to 
thoſe Calamities that had even over-whelm'd- 
them, empty Houſes were re-inhabited, Rents 
riſen 20 per Cent, Exportations to the Levant and 
taly encourag'd ; and the Effects and Benefits of 
this Act ſoon reach'd to the remoteſt,Parts of the 
Land. 

This is a true and ſhort Repreſentation of 
what thouſands have ſeen and known ; and can 
there be any doubt, but that the ſame Cauſes will 
produce the ſame· Effects, whether they proceed 
from Eaſt- India Silks, or printed and ſtained 
Callicoes ? Are not theſe as directly oppoſite to, 
and muſt equally, if not more affe& our Woollen 
and Silk Manufactures than the other did ? Is not 
the wearing of theſe become more national than 
the others ever were? Do we not daily obſerve 
Perſons of Quality and Diſtinction, and all inter- 
mediate Ranks and Degrees, to the meaneſt Ser- 
vant Maid, clad in what 1s painted, ſtained or 
printed? many of theſe could not procure Indian 
Silks, (tho” of the meaneſt forts) nor indeed were 
ſuch fit for ſervile Imployments ; and as the Con- 


ſumption is more general and extenſive, will not 
the 
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the calamitous Effects thereof, in time, prove ſo 
too? Want of Trade is the general Complaint; ; 
indeed, the Effects thereof are not at preſent ſo 
viſible as at the time I have been diſcourſing of, 
in regard theſe printed Callicoes have gradually 
increaſed, before they reached their preſent 
Zenith, which hath not as yet been of any long 
Continuance; ſo that theſe poor Manufacturers, 
by retrenching, as much as they could, the Ex- 
pences of their Families, have made à Shift, 
tho' a very poor one, to ſubſiſt with what a 
flouriſhing Trade had put them in poſſeſſion of : 
And the Expectation of Relief doth at preſent 
buoy up their Spirits : © We have, ſay they, all 
* the Reaſon in the World to hope for a Redreſs 
1 our Grievances, not only from a King, who 
is univerſally renown'd for Wiſdom, Goodneſs, 
* and Clemency, but alſo from a Parliament who 
c hath diſtinguiſh'd itſelf in a more particular 
* manner, for the common Good and Welfare of 
* their Country.” And after having requeſted the 
Favour of the Maſter Weavers, that they 
would be pleas'd to hinder any printed Callicocs 
to be worn it their Families for the future, they 
dutifully conclude their Anſwer to the Company 
of Weavers Advice in this manner. | 
lf we all Act and beha'e Hurſelves as we 
" Onght to do, who can doubt but our Supekiors, 
in their great Wiſdom, will take our moſt de- 
Plotable Condition into their ſerious Conſidera- 


tion? In the mean time we l Heartily pray 
Rar u⁰ wo Debs 
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t that God may long 8 his molt gracioug 
* Majeſty King Gzxoxor. Amen. 
1 may ſay this for the Maſter Weavers Reputa- 


tion, that they not only by their Advice, but 


alſo farther than was conſiſtent with their Intereſt, 
employ'd Journeymen at Work to prevent their 
Murmuring, and to keep them quiet, inſomuch 
that they have unuſual Stocks of Goods on hand 
unſold. But badneſs of Trade continuing, and 
fearing to involve themſelves, by ſtretching their 
Credit too far, in inextricable Difficulties, they 
have been neceſſitated to let their Looms ſtand 
ſill, This gives us a melancholy Proſpect what 
is like to be the Caſe of theſe poor Manufacturers 
in the depth of Winter, when Froſt and Snow 
ſhall put a ſharper Accent upon their Poverty, 
when they ſhall have both Hunger and Cold to 
diſtreſs them, and deſtitute of what ſhould ſatisfy 
the firſt, or guard againſt the latter, Who can 
think of thoſe Perplexities, with which thouſands 
of, Families will then be ſeiz d, without Com- 
paſſion and Emotions of Sorrow? What Ideas 
muſt we frame in our Minds of thoſe Calamities 
which theſe poor Creatures muſt then feel and 
endure ? hy 


8. There hath been formerly, but never more 


than ar this Day, a moſt pernicious. Practice of 


clandeſtine importing prohibited and uncuſtomd 
Goods, to ! which ay Acts of Parlia- 
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ment have been made, but by the Cunning and 
Dexterity of thoſe versd in this Trade, have 
been eluded, and Chints, @c. in great Quantie 
ties brought 1 in and worn. 

There is another ſort of Trade now pradtiled 
that is equally miſchievous, wiz. the entring 
Goods at the Cuſtom-houſe for Exportation, and 
ſhipping them on board ſome Veſſel, whereby they 
are entitled to a Draw-back ; but inſtead of cars 
rying theſe Goods to the ſeveral. Ports for which 
they are enter d, they are, by Contrivance and 
Agreement with the Maſters of thoſe Veſſels, 
ſecretly re- landed and conſumed in the Kingdoms 
Theſe Practices are not to be prevented by Penal- 
ties, Oaths, or Obligations; for England being 
an Iſland, there are a thouſand Places for putting 
Goods on Shore; and with reſpect to printed and 
ſtained Callicoes, c. the Advantage is ſo great, 
that ſhould, by the Vigilance of the Officers of his 
Majeſty's Cuſtoms, ſometimes a Seizure be made, it 
will not diſcourage freſh Attempts. Theſe Practices 
are ſo - notorious, that Dealers in theſe Callicoes 
have acquainted me, that they believe one third 
of the Callicoes conſumed in the North of Eng- 
land are clandeſtinely imported, and ſome” Eſti- 
mate may be made by the Amount of the Draw- 
backs, what Quantities are enter'd, and re-landed, 
by ſuch Merchants as are fair T raders to, and 
have Correſpondents reſiding at thoſe Ports, for 
which ſuch Entries are made. Ir is amazing to 
think what Perjuries are committed, what Arti- 
fices are us'd to carry on this pernicious Trade, 
2 Trade which defrauds his Majeſty of his legal 


Due , 
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Dues, a Trade that is injurious to all the fair 


Traders in the Nation, a Trade that renders 


all Eſtimates of the true Value, of what is real- 
ly exported, uncertain, beſides the Guilt con- 
| tracted by the Managers thereof: There was a 
conſiderable Diſcovery of this villainous Practice, 
at a late famous Tryal in Guildhall, notwith- 
ſtanding the Endeavours uſed by the blackeſt 
Perjury for its Concealment. A 

All Endeavours for the prevention hereof will 
prove ineffectual, without a total Prohibition of 
printed and ſtained Callicoes to be worn and con- 
ſumed, under ſuitable Penalties, in the Kingdom. 


This, and only this, will be an effectual Remedy; 
for what ſhall induce any Perſon clandeſtinely to 


import, or fraudulently pretend to export printed 
and ſtained Callicoes, and reland them, when, 
ſhould he eſcape all Hazards of Seizure, he 
knows they muſt remain a uſeleſs Stock in his 
Shop or Warehouſe, for want of a Chapman? 

That which gives the greater Force to this Ar- 
guments is, from the late Eſtabliſhment of Eaſt- 
India Companies in France and Flanders; for if 


they ſhould be continued to be worn within his 
Majeſty's Dominions, will not theſe be the Mar- 
kets for the Vent of thoſe vaſt Quantities of 
Callicoes they will undoubtedly . import? In 
France the Conſumption of them is prohibited, and 
it ĩs ſaid they are alſo prohibited in the Auſtrinn 
Netherlands ; What leſs can this proudce than the 
Ruin of our Woollen and Silk Manufactures, and 
all ehe fatal Conſequences thereof that muſt inevi- 


n enſue? And here I cannot but obſerve, 
422 that 


=> AD # re t Aa am r &. ., © 


31 ] 


that by the late Arret of the Council of State in 
France, in the ſixth Article, leave is given to the 
lidia Company to import all ſorts of Silks, Stuffs, 
&c. alſo Callicoes dy'd, printed and ſtriped, upon 
Condition that they be tranſported to foreign 
parts: And by the twelfth Article, all ſuch Stuffs 
and Callicoes are ſtrictly forbidden to be tranſ- 
ported to any French Colony; whereas by former 
Arrets the Importation of them was prohibited, 
by which it ſeems to me pretty plain, that Eng- 
land was not forgot when theſe Articles were 
penn d, where they have encouragement to ex- 
pet a very profitable Market, in caſe printed, 
painted, and ſtained Callicoes (of which the 
Engliſh are unreaſonably fond) be continued to be 
worn and uſed, either for Furniture or Dreſs, in. 
England, and the Territories thereunto belonging. 
9. We have, ever ſince King GzorGe's hap- 
py Acceſſion to the Throne, ſeen amonſt us 
many diſaffected to his Perſon and Government, 
whom all the Inſtances of his Majeſty's Clemency 
and Mercy have not been able to reclaim ; theſe 
are reſtleſs and unwearied in inſtilling rebellious 
Principles into others, omitting no Opportunity 
to increaſe the Number of their Proſelytes, on 
purpoſe to diſturb the Government, and favour 
the Claim of the Pretender. Theſe induſtriouſly , 
catch at all Opportunities to create and cheriſh 
popular Diſcontents; how ready are they to 
mix with all Gatherings of the vulgar People, 
exciting and encouraging them to Riots, Tumults, 
and other illegal Actions? What a Mortification 
muſt it then be to theſe Men to have their Hopes 
defeated, 
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defeated, their ExpeRations fruſtrated, by an 
Act ſo much conducing to the Intereſt of Exg- 
laid, fo much to the Satisfaction of the genera- 
lity of his Majeſty's Subje&s, as the prohibiting 
the Com umption of printed and painted Callicoes 
Will ber How chagrin and diſpleas d will they 
appear, when they ſee ſo many thouſands unalter- 
_ ably fixt in their Allegiance to his Majeſty, and 

the only Cauſe of Complaint (with which they 
have been practiſing to ſerve their wicked Pur- 
poſes) removed ? 

Before I conclude, it will be neceflary to anſwer 
two or three Objections, that are commonly 
made on behalf of theſe printed Callicoes. 

Firſt, That by reſtraining the Conſumption 
thereof, you will deſtroy the Fund that is appro- 
priated by 'A& of Parliament for a Security of 
Money lent the Government. 

I anſwer with the ingenious Author of the 
State of the Queſtion, That this Fund is redeem- 
able by Parliament; who, when convinc'd of 
the abſolute Neceſſity of doing it, we may leave 
it to the Honour and Wiſdom of that Houſe, 
for the eſtabliſhing an equivalent Security to the 
Satisfaction of ſuch as have lent their Money. 

To which I may add, That whenſoever an 
Eſtimate of the clear Amount of what the Duty 
of the Stamps produces ſhall be laid before that 
honourable Aſſembly, much of the preſent ap- 
pearing Difficulty will vaniſh, for there are fo 
many printed Callicoes fraudulently enter'd for 
Exportation, which are again relanded ; * 

os wit 
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with ſuch 45 are really 7 Kl ſent to foreign 


Parts, will make a confi derable Deduction ; for 1 


have been credibly inform d, that there is @ cer- 
rain Tradeſman, whoſe 232 and thoſe of a near 
Relative of his (whoſe Bulinels is foreign here · 
unto) are ſo large, that the Draw-back they are 
entitled utito, by reaſon of the Duty for Stamps 
only, is not leſs than ſeven thouſand Pounds fer 
Anmum,. to which the Draw-backs at the, Candle. 
make a very large Addition ; and there are many 
more, whoſe Names ate extant in the Cuſtom 
Houſe and Extiſc-Office, who are concern d in 
theſe foreign Exports. | 
_ Objett. 1. It is the Intereſt oP the Nation to 
wear Eaft-India printed Callicoes, becauſe cheaper, 
than our own Manufactures. . ..._ -. | 
- Anſwer: Conſidering the great Vatiery” 0 
worſted Stuffs now made, that are of, a low 
Price, the meaner ſort of People may be clothed, 
cheaper therewith than in printed Callicoes ; as 
for others of a ſuperior Degree, if they ſhall, in- 
ſtead of Chints and Call icoes, wear Engl: j/þ Silks, 
or ſuch curious ſorts of Stuffs, which tis probable 
our Weavers, when encourag'd, will invent for 
that Purpoſe, at a little advanced Price above 
the other; this will not be the leaſt Prejudice to 
the Nation, the Materials being of our own, 
Growth, or the Produce of our Manufactures ;. 
whereas the other are purchaſed with our Silver 
ſent to India. | 1 
Object. 3. By conſuming Eaſt- 25 Callicbes at 


home, we ſhall export greater Quantities of our 
F Manu- 


TY 


Manufactures to foreign Ports, which will hela 
great Advantage to the Nation. —_— 

Auſulb, 1. This Ts, Satis Hum, nd Medium 
have Lever heard propos d for the Proof, thereof; 
nor, indeed, is the Truth, thereof. Fas much as 
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bable : For, . e N- RAS 
SY There is no want of. Woo In the King- 
dom, chat We need conſume printed Ca icoes, 
leſt we Thould not have ſufficient to manufacture 
to ſupply foreign Markets, for are not Quanti- 
ties thereof daily ſecretly conyey d out o Eng- 
land; and the Act of Parliament, made for bury- 
ing in Wooll remains unrepeal 'd; 5 neither have 
we any want of Hands to work it up, for it is 
the general Complaint that thouſands of Fami- 
lies are reduc'd to Poverty for want of 19 ? 


Lf» » 


* All Demands 2 abroad of qur - Woollen 
Manufactures are ſupply: d, and Quantities there- 
of. lie at foreign Potts unſold; -and, the great 
Plenty of woollen OT at * Exap,, Colcheſter, 
Norwich, 8c. where theſc lanufacures are made, 
and at BlackweF-Hall; and in Factors Warehouſes, 
manifeſtly confure' this Obje&io 3 

Object. 4. The laſt 5 8 I. hal mention, 
11 8 in the Words Dr. e * # 3 
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n ticular E nds of Private Mea, but 4 are : ſeldom 
« advantagious, to the Publick-” 

Laws to compel the Conſumption. of ſome 
* * Commodities, and prohibit the, uſe of others 
in Countries inclin 9 by Genius to Trade, and 
© tural, and can have ng Effet conducive. to the 
cc Publick Good. , _ I 
| Anſwer 1 * According to this (> our Sena⸗ 
tors, for ſeveral Centuries, have been miſtaken; f 
if this be for the Intereſt of England, ought. not the | 
Act. of Navigation, thoſe to prevent the Expor- | 
tation of Wooll, F ullers-Earth, with many. others, 
for. the Benefit of our Trade, to be repeal'd ? 
Ought not all thoſe Ineloſures, that Charters, of 


Incorporation have made, to, be thrown open? ? 
Why ſhould any Reſtraint be laid upon the Impor- 


tation of French Wine, Brandy, Linnens, wrought 
Silks, Salt, Paper, Cc? Have we not had late 
Experience of the great Advantages that accrucd 
to the Nation from the Act made for the reſtrain- 
ing the Conſumption of Eaſt-India Silks, Bengats, 
& ? the State of our Woollen-and Silk Manu- 
factures was at that time in ſuch a Condition; as 
muſt ſoon, without Redreſs, have ended in their 
Ruin; 5 what 2. wonderful and happy Change 
throughout the Nation was viſible upon the paſ- 
ſing thereof, .hath been before taken Notice of. 
2. Here is no Prohibition of Eaſt- India Cal- 
licoes argued for, they may be imported and 
ptinted without Interruption, and freely exported 
to foreign Markets, tis _— the Conſumption 
2 of 
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of them at home that I am pleading ; if this 
tends. to leſſen either their Importation or Prin- 
ting, with reſpect to Quantity, let it be remem- 
ber d that it is on purpoſe to encourage the Ma- 
nufactures of England, with which they interfere, 
it is to employ his Majeſty's Subjects, and pre 
ſerve them from the Extremities of Poverty; it 
is to promote the moſt valuable Branches of our 
foreign Commerce, and thereby to add to the 
Wealth and Safety of the Nation; it is to ad- 
vance the Price of Land, by cauſing, better 
Markets for the Product thereof; it is to prevent 
the unneceſſary exhauſting of our Coin and Bullion 
by foreign Exportations; it is to keep out prin- 
ted Callicoes from being imported by our Neigh- 
bours, and fraudulent Entries from being made 
at the Cuſtom-houſe, whereby his Majeſty i is de- 
frauded, and fair Traders injured. That theſe 
will be the Effects of reſtraining the home Con- 
ſumption of printed and painted Callicoes, hath 
been the Deſign of this Eſſay to prove, and 
which I think are as evident as any Propoſition in 
Euclid. : 

« ?Tis plain (aith the Doctor ſo often men- 


tion d) to thoſe who are not reſolv'd to ſhut 


de their Eyes, that we have nine Millions leſs in 

© Coin than we had in the Year 1688,” * Which 
way this hath been expended I ſhall leave to the 
Conjectures of others, from what hath been 
herein before related; but this I may with Cer- 


uy _ _ the Wealth Eagle then 


poſſeſs d d 
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poſſeſs d was the Effect of à long flouriſhing 
Trade; and that this Diminution of our Treaſure 
can by no other Way or Method be reſtor d, than 
by encouraging thoſe Trades that promote our 
Manufactures, and return us Silver and Gold in 
exchange for them; we have a rich natural Pro- 
duct, and many advantagious Colonies in America, 
which would (if due Care were taken to prevent 
the ſending thither printed Callicoes) take from 
us far greater Quantities of our Woollen and 
Silk Manufactures than at preſent they do; ſo 
that if we are not remiſs and negligent in the 
Management of theſe Advantages, we cannot 
poſſibly fail of increaſing the Nation's Stock; 
for thoſe large Quantities of Tobacco, Sugars, 
Wood for Dyers, c. brought from thence, and 
te- exported, are, in a manner, ag beneſieial to 
England, as if the Value of, them were brought 
home in pieces of Eight and Gold Duſt. 

To this purpoſe Care ought to be extended to 
all thoſe Negotiations whereby the Treaſure of the 
Nation hath been exhauſted, to guard againſt all 
unneceſſary and extravagant Exportations of our 
Coin and Bullion; and whatſoever Traffick is in- 
conſiſtent with the Intereſt of the Kingdom, 
ought to be diſcourag d; for if whatſoever be 
brought in one way, be carried away by another 
into diſtant Countries, we ſhall never increaſe in 
Wealth, Honour and Safety. 

We now have, and for ſome Years have enjoy'd 
the Benefits of a very large and extenſive Credit; 


however, England can never be eſteem d entirely 
ſafe, 


*. 
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| Cale) in me pöſſeſſes ſuch 4 Quiaritity of Siltet 
and Gdid as may guard againſt ary ſudden Emer- 
gSenties, and that may bear lone Güe Propoteion 
te Paper Credit. 2224811 ien Zang. 
1 Es Honour is at this Day SUVS to 
ſich & Height, that the Ballance of "Europe feeths 


2 co be phc'd' in is Majeſty of 'Grear Britain's 


... Hatids, his royal Fleet Tides Sovereign of the 
Sen, exrryidg Terror to his Enemies, and Com- 
bort to his diſtant Friends and Allies : And there 
no doubt but our Merchants, Whoſe Ships are 
ptotetted, their Intereſt aſſiſted in foreign Courts, 


ill reap the Benefit of a Naval Power for Years 


to come; for it hath been obſerv/d, that France 
could never obtain to have the Affair of Com- 
mercs well ſettled at the Ortomam Ports, till the 
Tear 2653, at which time, all Europe was ſtattled 
at the'Sueceffes'of her grand Motrarch. 

From the foregoing Particulats we may rake 
Notice of the excellent Harmony, Dependance 
and Connexion there is berweerr the Honour, 
Riches; Power and Safety of the Nation, and 
the Trade and Commerce thereof, with reſpect 
to both its Branches, as it is Foreign and Do- 
meſtick; this is the Original of the other, and 
upon this Baſis fixed, and withotit this can neither 
be preſerved or enereaſed; Fade is what all the 
Princes of Europe have courted, that which hath 
always merited, always had, now wants, and 
there i is little doubt to be made, but that it al- 
ways will have the Favour aha Protection of our 
Government: 8 


ng I ſhall 
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I ſhall conclude with the Words of the inge- 
nious Dr. Davenant : * © Whenever we loſe our 
«Trade, we muſt "bid farewel to that Wealth 
« and Strength which have hitherto enabled us to 


ce preſetve 14 cy againſt ere of 
ce Spain and rYance, 


the two greateſt Monarchies 
that have been, erected fanec the Declen 
the Roman Empide. Want of due Circum 
« tion; in a Point ſo efſentiab to the very Exiſtence” 
© of this Kingdom, may, perhaps, in leſs an 
an Age reduce us to be the Prey of ſome Con- 

© querors, notwithſtanding our large Eſtates in 
Land, the Fertility of our Soil, the Riclmeſs 
« of our Product, and the Convenience of our 
“Ports, which: natural Advantages; if not well 

© made uſe of and directed, inſtead of bechming 
* a Defence, are rather ſa many. Motives to in- 

© vite over Invaders of a Country, which ſuffers; 
© its naval, Strength, the Effect of Trade, and of 
* Trade only, ſo to languiſh, as to be er 
in a Poſture to defend itſelt. 
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AVING, in the „ proce Ela ſhewn 

the evil Effects and Confequences, the 
— Conſumption of printed, painted and 
ſtain'd Callicoes will have on the Trade and In- 
tereſt of England, amongſt the many 177 men- 
tion d, one was, that it would encreaſe the Num- 
ber of the Poor. This being a Matter of general 
Concern and equal Importance, 1 cannot think it 
improper to inlarge thereon. 

The Poor of England may be ranged ander * 
veral Ranks, each of them deſerving a diſtinct 
Conſideration. 

1. There are ſome who are able and may have 
Work, but chuſe to live vagrant, idle and diſor- 
derly, rather than to be employ d; for ſuch the 
Law provides Bridewels and Houſes of Correc- 
tion to cure them of their Lazineſs and vicious 
Habits. 

2. There are thoſe Poor who are unable to work, 
ſuch as thro' Pain, Aches, or other chronick 
Diſtempers, or ſuch as thro Age are leiſurely 
creeping to their Graves; or ſuch as are bereft of 

ir Reaſon and Underſtanding ; ; for theſe the 

— have made a Proviſion for their Mainte- 
nance; and the Charity of our Anceſtors, and 
other Benefactors of the preſent Age, have 
founded Hoſpitals and Alms-houſes, ſuited to the 
Variety of their Caſes, for an Additional Sub- 


ſiſtence. 
3. There 
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© 9. There are others, who are by reaſon of their 
Heakh; Strength, Cc. not only able to work, 
but alſo by Inclination willing to work and la- 
bour to - fapport themſelves and Families, but 
are deſtitute thereof; theſe commonly ſtruggle 
with great Difficulties, endure many Hardſhips, 
uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to obtain Employ- 
ment, before they can think of having Recourſe 
to their reſpective Pariſhes for Relief; thefe de- 
ſerve & particular Conſidetation how they may be 
provided for, not by Alms, but by procuring 
Work and Employment for them, that they may 
thereby be uſeful, and ſubſerve the Intereſt of the 
Kingdom. | 

his is a noble Deſign, and hath exerciſed the 
Parts and Pens of many great Men, as Sir 
Matthew Hale, Sir Joſah Child, and others. This 
is what King William, Anno 1701, recommended 
to the Parliament, telling them, if they could 


find proper Means for ſetting the Poor on Work, 


they would eaſe themſelves of a great Burden, 
and at the fame time add many uſeful Hands to 
be employ'd in Manufi&ures and other publick 
Occaſions. : 

Dr. Davenant ſaith: * © That he had reaſon to 
* think; that the People receiving Alms in this 
Kingdom were twelve hundred Thouſand, if 
© but half could be brought to work, "beſides 
their own Nouriſhment, their Labour, one 
* with another, might produce to the Publick, 


at 205. per Head, at leaſt per Auum 600,000 l.“ 


This would have been ſome Compenſation for 
the Money carried yearly to Hadia, which the 
DoRot uſed all the Rhetorick he was Maſter 
of ro juſtify and excuſe, if he could have found 
2 way to have effected it: Whether the Number 
of the Poor ſince he wrote be increaſed or leflen'd, 

| To I I leave 


*® Eſſay, p. 27, printed 1696. 
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leave to the annual Aſſeſſments for their Main- 
tenance to determine, but if the latter, I do 
with Reaſon and Aſſurance aſſert, That the con- 
tinuance of the Conſumption of printed and pain- 
ted Callicoes is the moſt effectual way to com- 
pleat his Computation, and add to the Charge 
of maintaining them. 

I muſt, indeed, confeſs, ſuch Calculations are 
uncertain and conjectural, but conſidering the ex- 
tent of our Woollen and Silk Manufactures, and 
all the Branches thereof; and alſo that the Hands 
employ d therein, are ſuch as are to be valued at 
a much higher Rate than the Doctor's Eſtimate. 
Reflecting likewiſe on the preſent Fondneſs, all 
Degrees of the Female Sex have for theſe Cal- 
licoes, and the general Conſumption thereof in 
the Nation, &c. we mult conclude (as hath been 
before aſſerted) that the Numbers will be vaſtly 
Treat that will be depriv'd of Work ; and con- 
ds that the Loſs the Nation will ſuſtain 
thereby will be ſo too; to which I may add an- 
other Conlideration, viz. That of the learned 
and pious Lord Chief Juſtice Hale, who tells us: 
That the Conſequence of depriving the Poor 
« of Work, will be the ready way to breed up 
© whole Races, and Families, and ſucceſſive 
* Generations, in a mere Trade of Idleneſs, 
* Begging and Thieving; and to what Purpoſe 
© are new Laws added againſt theſe Vices, as 
ce long as by decay of Work, and want of Em- 
E ployment, they are forc'd to beg, thieve, or 
ce ltarve ?? hi wp 
Sir Jofiah Child informs us, That if all our 
impotent Poor were provided for, and thoſe of 
both Sexes and of all Ages, that can do Work of 
any kind, employ d, it would redound ſome 
Hundteds of Thouſands of Pounds per Arnum to 
the publick Advantage. For, * 
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The Riches of a' City or Nation conſiſt in 
the Multitude of its Inhabitants, and uſeful Ma- 
nufactures to employ them, ſuch as are proper 
ſor home Conſumption and foreign Exportation; 
the Reſort then of Perſons to Places where Setthe- 
ments thereof are made, well manag'd and encou- 
rag'd, mult bring a Conflux of Riches to that 
City or Nation. | | 

The Act for reſtraining the wearing of Eaſt- 
hdia Silks, Bengals, &c. is entitled An Act for the 
more effettual employing the Poor, by encouraging the 
Manfaftures of this Kingdom; and the Reaſons 
aſign d for the paſſing thereof, amongſt others, 
were, That the Eaſt-India Trade, as then driven, 
took away the Labour of the People, whereb 
many of the Manufacturers were become exceſ- 
five burthenſome and chargable to their reſpec- 
tive Pariſhes, and others forced to ſeek for Em- 
ployment in foreign Parte. 

This I think is ſufficient to ſhew what Senti- 
ments our great and wiſe Men, yea, our Princes 
and our Parliaments, have had concerning the 
Employment of the Poor, and encouraging the 
ſtaple Manufactures of the Kingdom for that 
purpoſe ; and, indeed, the former hath that cloſe 
dependance on the latter, that whatſoever inter- 
kres with, and is deſtructive of our Manufac- 
tures, deprives the Poor of their Work, and 
muſt neceflarily involve them in inevitable Per- 
plexities. : 

Indeed it muſt. be own'd, that many Hands 
ae employ'd in ptinting, painting, and ſtaining 
of Callicoes, but moſt of theſe were educated in 
other Profeſſions, notwithſtanding I cannot but 
lave a compaſſionate Concern for the Perſons of 
noſe that probably will have Difficulties to 
iruggle with, whenſoever the Conſumption of 
em ſhall be reſtrain d: But then ought we not 
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Yale tg the ſame, yea, greater Straits "and 


Vase our Woollen and Silk Manufactures. Let 


the Management of the Affairs of his Trade, 


ſumption of them in ee and the Territh 
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Anta more tranſcendant Degree to be concem d 
three hundred times their Number, who'wilh 
Js affected in their Employments, and thereh 


ants; by the permitting theſe Callicoes to by 
worn and conſumed in the Land, or tranſported 
ta our Plantat iuns, which, in a Proportion, dif 


not any be ſurprized at the Compariſen-of the 
Numbers I małke between one and the other; d 
I have been credibly inform d, that one Wearey 
in Spier le- Fields lately did employ more Perſons ii 


than are employ d in printing, painting and ſtaiys 
ing of Callicoes within ten Miles of London; 
might therefore with Reaſon have carryd mp 
Compariſon to a far higher Degree of Inequality: 

This Argument alone (excluſwe of the rei 
chat have been inſiſted on) relating to the Poor] 
will be an over- balance to whatſoever can be 
alledged on ther Betialf of printed and painted 
Callicoes, to induce the Continuance of the Ct 
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